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Shipping is considered the most energy-efficient mode of cargo transport and is well regulated through 
The International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL) and equivalent local 
regulations. 

Despite this, local and international shipping activities still have a significant impact on the environment 
and the necessity for best practices is extremely important. Between policy years 2020 to 2021, there were 
150 pollution incidents equating to a cost of over US$5m. 

The Club has a range of guidance available to assist Members on the journey to minimise their impact on 
the environment, helping them to contribute to a sustainable shipping industry. There is also useful 
guidance available from a number of industry organisations, which the Club shares below for ease of 
reference. 

The guidance covers the prevention and control of the following aspects of marine pollution: 
 

Oil:  

 Poster – Avoiding Pollution 
 Oil Tanker Operations Risk Assessment 
 Bunker Risk Assessment 
 Bunker Checklist 
 Unsafe Carriage of Oil Cargo in Non-designated Spaces 

Noxious liquid substances: 

 IMO – Carriage of Chemicals by Ships 

Harmful substances in packages form: 

 Workboat Association – The Carriage of Dangerous Goods 
 IMO – The International Maritime Dangerous Goods (IMDG) Code 

Sewage from ships: 

 Marine Insight – How to Prevent Sewage Pollution from Ships 

Garbage from ships: 

 IMO – Simplified Overview of the Discharge Provisions under MARPOL Annex V 

Air pollution from ships: 

 Reduction of Greenhouse Gas Emissions from Ships 
 2020 Global Sulphur Cap 
 Alternative Low Emission Fuel for the Maritime Industry 
 Emissions Trading System (ETS) in shipping 
 Alternative Fuels - Decarbonisation Infographic 

Other marine pollution: 

 Ballast Water Management Convention FAQs 
 Ballast Water Management Infographic  
 Port of Vancouver – Underwater Noise Infographic 

 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

https://www.shipownersclub.com/latest-updates/publications/avoiding-pollution/
https://www.shipownersclub.com/latest-updates/publications/oil-tanker-operations-risk-assessment-form/
https://www.shipownersclub.com/latest-updates/news/bunker-operations-risk-assessment/
https://www.shipownersclub.com/latest-updates/publications/bunker-checklist/
https://shp-13383-s3.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/media/3116/8623/7786/Unsafe-carriage-of-oil-cargo-in-non-designated-spaces_bulletin.pdf
https://www.imo.org/en/OurWork/Environment/Pages/ChemicalPollution-Default.aspx
https://www.workboatassociation.org/the-safe-carriage-of-dangerous-goods/
https://www.imo.org/en/OurWork/Safety/Pages/DangerousGoods-default.aspx#:%7E:text=The%20IMDG%20Code%20was%20developed,prevent%20pollution%20to%20the%20environment.
https://www.marineinsight.com/maritime-law/marpol-annex-4-explained-how-to-prevent-pollution-from-sewage-at-sea/
https://wwwcdn.imo.org/localresources/en/OurWork/Environment/Documents/Simplified%20overview%20of%20the%20discharge%20provisions%20of%20the%20revised%20MARPOL%20Annex%20V.pdf
https://www.shipownersclub.com/latest-updates/news/reduction-greenhouse-gas-emissions-ships/
https://www.shipownersclub.com/latest-updates/news/ig-circular-2020-global-sulphur-cap/
https://www.shipownersclub.com/latest-updates/publications/alternative-low-emission-fuel-maritime-industry/
https://www.shipownersclub.com/latest-updates/news/emissions-trading-system-ets-shipping/
https://www.shipownersclub.com/latest-updates/publications/alternative-fuels-decarbonisation-infographic/
https://www.shipownersclub.com/latest-updates/news/ballast-water-management-convention-guidance-and-faqs/
https://shp-13383-s3.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/media/1716/8727/9588/FAQs-Loss-Prevention-Water-Ballast-Management_infographic2.pdf
https://www.portvancouver.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/ECHO-Program-Underwater-Noise-Infographic-April-2016.pdf
https://www.shipownersclub.com/our-services/loss-prevention/our-initiatives/#our-initiative-tabs-panel-2
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Related materials: 

 Electronic Record Keeping Under MARPOL 
 ITOPF – Marine Pollution Assistance for Members 
 Implementation of the Polar Code 
 An Interactive Guide to the EU Ship Recycling Regulation 

https://www.shipownersclub.com/latest-updates/news/electronic-record-books-under-marpol/
https://www.shipownersclub.com/latest-updates/news/itopf-invaluable-resource-marine-pollution-assistance-available-members/
https://shp-13383-s3.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/media/2816/8726/4688/Polar_Code_1216.pdf
https://www.shipownersclub.com/latest-updates/publications/interactive-guide-eu-ship-recycling-regulation/

